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Iberian agriculture. It would thus seem necessary to examine the hu-
man factors which limit production in order to get a complete explana-
tion of the present situation.

The lack of transportation facilities has limited agriculture in many
areas. The existence of large estates has resulted in a class of landless
tenant farmers who have had little interest in maintaining the fertility
of the soil, and who have done little to improve agricultural production.
The lack of capital for the purchase of fertilizers and agricultural
machinery has likewise been a retarding factor, but undoubtedly the

Irrigated and steppe regions of the Iberian Peninsula. (After Brunhes, modified,)

most important has been the backwardness of the peasants. Many are
illiterate and extremely conservative. Few have any knowledge of im-
proved agricultural methods, while others seem to lack the ambition
and energy necessary to improve their lot. These and perhaps other
human factors must be considered along with the physical in explaining
the present condition of Iberian agriculture.

Despite the backward condition of its agriculture, the Iberian pen-
insula ranks high among the European powers in the production of
certain crops. About one-third of all the cultivated land is devoted to
cereals. The rye and corn of the north and northwest and the oats of
the southern irrigated areas are of slight importance, but the winter
wheat and barley of the dry regions are raised in large amounts.